In speaking of these retarded children who have come under my supervision this year, I desire to say that, with the -exception of two pupils, I consider them all normal, physically.
These two I have mentioned as exceptions have failed to reach the required minimum of efficiency which would have enabled them to continue in the regular grades, not because they are abnormal mentally, but because of illness that has kept them out of school; also they are both handicapped through defective hearing. All the others who have failed to stand the test of the course of study have done so for various reasons other than physical ones.
The reasons, so far as I can ascertain, are truancy, slow mental development, excessive cigarette smoking, lack of application to their school work, in some cases vicious dispositions which have made them difficult cases to discipline, and the moving about of the family from place to place. About one-fourth of them are retarded because of mental inability to grasp the main subjects prescribed in the school curriculum, although even There has also been marked improvement towards reform in two cases of excessive cigarette smoking. These two boys at the beginning of the year smoked from five to fifteen cigarettes a day. They insisted upon leaving the room two and three times during the morning session, and this I found was for the purpose of smoking. After assuring them that there was no punishment in store for them, and that I would not tell, they told me what they were doing, also showed me their supply of cigarettes. They gradually stopped their smoking within the vicinity of the school. If there is any smoking done now by these boys it is done before and after school; but I have every reason to believe that very little of it is done, judging from their changed physical appearance. In the fall when they entered school they were two nervous anemic-looking boys, with a faculty for nothing but restlessness. Now they are a pair of healthy-looking youngsters who are not afraid to look you in the eye and tell you how they have cut down their cigarette ration. They are also good workers and have made great progress in their studies.
I wish to speak of two special cases in which too much discipline or the lack of discipline has been the chief cause of retardation. The first case is that of a boy whose age was sixteen years when he entered school last September. As near as I can find out he was about seven years old when he first went to school. He had been nine years reaching the sixth grade. All along the line he had been a source of trouble, never adjusting himself to anything but mischief. His attendance at school has always been regular, his health perfect, and he is not mentally deficient. His whole being seemed full of negative elements; he seemed to glory in doing the thing one did not wish him to do. He had had so many punishments during his brief span of life that he had lost all sense of proportion as to right and wrong. After studying him for a few days I had a long talk with him. I told him that thenceforth he must take care 
